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An Aeronautical Edition
Waiuku Built Aeroplane
Local engineering apprentice Gunnar Erikson decided to build a plane, this was in 1928.  He 
obtained plans from an American firm, Lincoln.  The photo below shows about six months of work 
and was taken in June 1929.  The plane at this stage had an estimated further six months of 
work to do and was waiting for parts from the United States.
The aeroplane had a wing span of 20ft (6 metres), a total length of 15ft (4.5 metres), a total 
weight of 600lbs (272 kilograms), a petrol capacity of six gallons (27 litres), and a flying range of 
100 miles (160 kilometres).
The plane was almost completed in February 1930 with the arrival of the propeller.  The first
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trials took place on 7 July 1930 at the racecourse reserve in Waiuku.  The plane was fitted with a 
four-cylinder motorcycle engine.  The plane was piloted by Mr. W. Stanton and he taxied on the 
ground and also rose slightly off the ground.  Later that day the plane was taken to Waipipi and 
the same results were obtained.  
Once the test were completed it was decided not to make flight tests until an aeroplane engine 
could be obtained and either Gunnar Erikson or Mr. W. Stanton could get more flight training.
The building of the plane and the testing of the plane were widely reported in newspapers across 
the country.
In 1931 construction of a new, larger plane was started in a wharf shed in Waiuku.  An aeroplane 
engine had been obtained and Mr W. Stanton had obtained a certificate as a pilot from the 
Auckland Aero Club.
The next test flight undertaken was for this new larger plane.  This occurred on 11 July 1932.  
With this test, where the conditions were reported as good, at Pukeoware where the plane 
completed take-off and landing.  The plane needed just over 50 yards (45 metres) to take off, and 
about 65 yards (59 metres) to land.  The plane reached an altitude of 1500ft (457 metres) and a 
top speed of 85 miles per hour (137 km/h).  The plane was in the air for about 20 minutes and 
covered about 20 miles (32 kilometres).  Mr. W. Stanton the pilot stated that the plane was 
perfectly airworthy and stable.  The plane was to be named “Miss Richfield”.
A second test flight was undertaken on 12 July 1930 that was not as successful as the first.  
During this flight the plane failed to clear a fence.  The second test flight also took place in 
Pukeoware, this time however a cross-wind was blowing Mr. Stanton taxied for 200 yds. (183 
meters) and had risen a few feet (about a meter) from the ground when the tail swung to the left.  
The aeroplane failed to clear the fence and a wing support caught a strainer post when the 
machine was about a foot from the ground.  The crash occurred about 30 metres from where the 
the spectators were standing.  The pilot, Mr. W. Stanton, was unhurt.
Again this was widely reported in newspapers across the country.
Come to the Waiuku Museum to see artefacts relating to the aeronautical exploits of Gunnar 
Erikson.
If you would like a transcription of the newspaper articles about Gunnar Erikson, e-mail us at 
waiukumuseum@gmail.com and we can send you a copy.

A photo of the plane 
taken immediately 
after impact. (Press, 
Press, Volume LXVIII, 
Issue 20601, 18 July 
1932)

Membership Subscriptions
Museum Membership subscriptions for 2019 were due in January.  The payment of subscriptions 
are very important to the running of the museum.   Without these payments we are not able to 
fund the basics of running the museum such as the electricity bill. 
If you would like to see the Waiuku Museum continue to operate please pay your membership 
subscription.



World War II Aeroplane Crashes in Waiuku
Waiuku was the site of two aeroplane crashes during World War II.  The first occurred on 13 
September 1943.   A newspaper article from 6 October 1943 had this to say about the crash:
“Constable E. Buckley, of Waiuku, stated that shortly before noon on the day of the fatality he saw 
the aircraft flying over Waiuku. It passed over the station at a fair height and then flew in the 
direction of the school and circled back toward the hospital.  When passing over the houses in the 
vicinity of Victoria Avenue it lost height.  The machine went into a vertical climb, rolled over on 
its back and fell toward the ground nose first.  He arrived at the scene of the crash four minutes 
later and found the machine enveloped in flames. It was apparent from the nature of the crash 
that the two occupants would be killed, as soon as the machine hit the ground.  The fire brigade 
arrived on the scene but could not do anything.”
(New Zealand Herald, New Zealand Herald, Volume 80, Issue 24707, 6 October 1943)
A local eyewitness, Tony waters, gave this account of the crash:
“It was about 11.45am.  All the boys at the High School were outside having Physical Education 
with Mr Fred White, the Head of the High School.  The girls were inside having some other 
activity.  It was a still fairly clear day with high clouds blocking out the sun.  We saw the Douglas 
Dauntless D C Dive-bomber come up to Waiuku inlet at a very low altitude - in fact it was just 
above the level of the trees which lined the shores of the Waiuku tidal creek.  We could clearly see 
the pilot and the rear gunner in their separate cockpits.  The plane gained height as it circled 
town and came back over George St Primary School towards Victoria Ave.  It crashed near an old 
disused quarry [pumice & sand] several hundred meters from the houses in the upper part if 
Victoria Ave - between Victoria Ave and the Franklin Memorial Hospital.  The old quarry had been 
used as a shooting range by the school cadets and the Home Guard.  As it was close to lunchbreak 
many people from the township and the local Fire Brigade made their way towards the crash site 
as thick black acrid smoke rose from the scene of the wreck.  Only those of us who normally went 
home for lunch were allowed to leave the school.
With several other pupils I cycled quickly to the crash site at mid-day.  It was not a pleasant sight 
as we reached the burning wreck.  The flames fuelled by the burst petrol tank were rising fiercely 
and the charred remains of the two aircrew still in the respective cockpits were clearly visible.  It 
was almost 1 p.m. before a crash tender arrived from Seagrove Airfield (near Clarke’s Beach) 
from where the plane had taken off.
The Waiuku Fire Engine had not been able to reach the wreck as the lie of the land made it 
impossible.  The machine guns had been thrown some distance away as the plane hit the ground 
and one member of the local fire brigade, the late Mr Eddy Copas warned us children to keep out 
of the way in case the bullets exploded.  Shortly after the crash tender arrived foam was sprayed 
on the wreck quickly dousing the flames and the bodies were pulled out with long rakes and 
wrapped up in canvas sheets.”
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The second aeroplane crash occurred on 16 August 1944 at the Waiuku golf course.   
Sergeant Barney Warbrick was the first Ngati te Ata pilot in the Royal New Zealand Air Force. He 
had flown from Ardmore, on a training flight, and crashed at Waiuku Golf Course. Barney had 
flown low and slow, to wave to his brother-in-law who he had spotted driving a cream lorry. His 
wheels and flaps were down and his canopy was open. As he went to climb away, his plane 
appeared to give a shake, then rolled to the left in a dive towards the golf course.
It was determined that the cause of the crash was a torque stall.  
A local eyewitness had this to say about the crash:
“It was in the afternoon during school hours.  Barney Warbrick a local bay who had served in the 
army transferred to the Airforce was stationed at Seagrove training as a Corsair fighter pilot.  
The Corsair was a fast single engine American fighter plane.
For several days before this fatal crash he had made many low flights over Waiuku where several 
of his family lived.
On 16th August his sister who lived on Constable Road saw him fly over town and head towards 
the golf course where the plane dived into the ground at hight speed.  Such was the force of the 
impact that the engine and much of the fuselage was buried deeply into the ground.  Much of the 
plane disintegrated and pieced of it were scattered hundred of meters down the fairways near 
Racecourse Rd.  Barney Warbrick was hurled out of the aircraft as it hit the ground and his body 
was recovered some distance from the crash site.  Only his flying suit held the body together.
There was no fire or explosion as the plane disintegrated.
Most of the plane was buried where it crashed.  Many of us took away pieces of the plane as 
souvenirs even though airforce personnel from Seagrove asked us not to do so.”
If you would like more information on these crashes please e-mail waiukumuseum@gmail.com 
and we can send it to you.

Volunteers Wanted!
New volunteers are needed for our museum duty roster as well as for general 

duties around the museum.
The duties will be tailored to each individual.

If you are interested or know someone who is email us at:
waiukumuseum@gmail.com

Photos of the memorial to Sergeant Barney Warbrick on 
the Waiuku golf course.
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/media/photo/warbrick-memorial-stone

Change of Curator at Waiuku Museum
Waiuku Museum has a new curator, Jane Thorne.  
Our previous curator, Fay Doncaster served in the 
position for almost 20 years.  During this time Fay over 
saw the village concept on Tamakae Reserve come to 
fruition, the heritage barn being built among many 
other achievements.
Our new curator, Jane joined the museum as a 
volunteer about two and a half years ago.  Jane is well 
suited to her new role as she is an artist and whilst 
studying for her Fine Arts degree she took a 
museumology paper and has a keen interest in local 
history.  
Waiuku Museum would also like to welcome a new 
committee member: Bruce Parry.


