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Suffrage Edition

Honouring the Women of Waiuku Museum
As part of our suffrage edition we would like to honour all those women that have made a 
contribution to the running and wellbeing of the museum.
In particular we would like to bring your attention to the following strong women who have made 
an outstanding contribution:

Our first director Mim Ringer; and pioneering members Rachel Gillies and Joan O’Sullivan.

A photo from our archives

This image was scanned from a 
glass plate negative that is part of 
a co l lect ion of g lass p late 
negatives.  

We do not know anything about 
this collection of photos.

If you know who this person is let 
us know!

email us at:
waiukumuseum@gmail.com

Summer Opening Hours:  Wednesdays - 10am to 12pm and Sundays -  1:30pm to 4pm



Latest News
The tenant of Hartmann House 
has moved to Pollok cottage as 
t h i s s u i t s h e r b u s i n e s s 
requirements better.

The museum will be looking for 
new tenant(s) for Hartmann 
house once a tidy up and minor 
upgrades have been made.  If you 
are interested please contact our 
President Richard Garvey on 
235 3822.

One week before “Blast to the 
P a s t ” l o c a l s h o p s w i l l b e 
fe a t u r i n g i t e m s f r o m t h e 
m u s e u m .  T h i s i s b e i n g 
coordinated by our Curator Fay 
Doncaster.  Blast from the Past is 
on 10th November 2018.

Hartmann house at its original location

To celebrate the centennial of Armistice Day the Waiuku RSA will be holding a short service at 
the cenotaph.  Later that day at 2pm the Royal New Zealand Artillery band will be playing at the 
Waiuku Town Hall.  Tickets are $5 and can be purchased at Deed Printing and Sunset Surf and 
Turf.

Waiuku Hay Contractors
Conventional and Round Bales

Rake, Cut, Bale, and Cartage

Brian Ian
235 2713 235 9434

021 724 4137 0274 957 819

Brian from Waiuku Hay Contractors has been farming since he was 15, recently he has turned 
80.
Thanks for 65 years of service to the Waiuku community.

Volunteers Wanted!
New volunteers are needed for our museum duty roster as well as for general 

duties around the museum.
The duties will be tailored to each individual.

If you are interested or know someone who is email us at:
waiukumuseum@gmail.com



Obituaries
The following long standing members and 
supporters of Waiuku Museum have 
recently died:

Alice Shucker
Mabel Cox
Joyce Dickey
Geoff Nicol

Waiuku Museum would like to remember 
them.

Recollections from Women
As part of our Suffrage Edition Waiuku Museum would like to highlight the lives of women who 
have lived the Waiuku Districts area by sharing some of their recollections. 

The women featured are Mabel Cox nee Perry and Audrey Thomas nee Edwards.

Waiuku Cenotaph

Mabel Cox nee Perry

In the early days of settlement in Otaua and 
Maioro the ministers of each denomination 
would visit the families on the farms, travelling 
of course on horseback.  The little [Otaua] 
Combined Church had not been built at the 
time so many children were baptised in the 
homes sometimes by ministers of different 
churches; such was the desire to have the 
baptism.  Hence we still find families where one 
member is Methodist in an Anglican family.  
Marriages also were performed in the homes, 
as distance and roads to Waiuku was quite an 
undertaking.  Apparently the clergy required 
good strong horses as the parish covered a 
large area.

I can remember as a very small child seeing my 
brothers & sisters being  baptised round our 
large kitchen table, having been brought home 
from school by the Vicar for the event.  For 
those who lived closer to Otaua where there 
were hall services & Sunday School.

After many meetings, fundraising etc. a small 
church was built at Otaua for the sum of $887 
the section costing $81.  The section is approx. 
½ acre & still owned by the church.  This was in 
1910.

Since that time the church has been in 
constant use by the three denominations; 
Anglican, Presbyterian, and Methodist and was 
used for Sunday school by the Brethren for 
many years.

Waiuku Cenotaph

Waiuku Methodist Church



Audrey Thomas nee Edwards

I don’t remember which years I belonged to the W.W.S.A. but it was probably 1942 or 43 or 44.
I think we met on Saturdays at the ?Domain – the field near the George St School.

A captain (or was it a Sgt.) came from Papakura Military Camp to Instruct us.  I think he wore an 
officers peaked cap.

We learnt all the manoeuvres of marching & how to salute.  We learnt morse code & using 
semaphore flags so we could pass messages.

Aircraft recognition was important – there was much talk of a Japanese Invasion.  I belonged to 
the Cycle Section because I had an old bicycle.  I think I was supposed to rush news, such as 
“enemy aircraft over the coast” to the Home Guard.  For “cycle” read “old push bike”.  It had no 
gears or anything speedy, just two wheels & a back pedal brake.

I seem to remember that I was good at shooting.  We practised with .22 rifles & targets.  Some 8 
years later I won a rifle event solely on what I learnt at W.W.S.A.

I remember the Church Parade we had at the Waiuku Anglican Church one Sunday.

I think we had to attend St. John classes & get a First Aid certificate & carry a First Aid kit.

It was quite frightening to find my memory for this period of my life is so bad.

You can see Audrey’s uniform in the Military section at Waiuku Museum

Military Section at Waiuku Museum


