
Tamakae Reserve with Out Buildings 1 -  Anglican Vestry
Anglican Vestry, built in 1873, was originally part of the Holy Trinity Church in Waiuku

2 - Maioro School
Maioro School was a sole teacher school built in 1923. It was relocated from Maioro 
north of the mouth of the Waikato River in 1985.

3 - Heritage Barn
An extension to the museum main building.

4 - Tamakae Cairn
Recalls the story that gave Waiuku its name.

5 - Creamery
Built at Maioro in the 1890's as a depot where dairy farmers brought their milk for 
collection.  Considerable reconstruction has been necessary, however the original 
style with shingle roof and slatted windows has been retained. 

6 - Hartman House
Anton and Pauline Hartmann married in 1869. In 1886 they bought 5 acres of land 
in Waiuku for 50 pounds where they built their home,  Situated on the corner of 
Meachen Tce.  It was relocated in 1979.

7 - Pollok Cottage
Built in 1865 by the Drummonds as a family home in 1900.  It has been used by 
several families over the century.  It was relocated and restored in 1996.

8 - Waiuku Lock Up
Built in 1865 by Waiuku Royal Cavalry Volunteer Corps for 50 pounds.  Later taken 
over by the police to serve the pioneer town.  It was relocated from Court St.

9 - Band Rotunda
Built as a place for the community.

10 - Tamakae Statue
A visual representation of the Chief, the reserve has been named after.

11 - Awaroa Cairn
Marks the southern most point accessible by ships on the Manukau Harbour.  From 
here a short portage route provided access to the Awaroa, a tributary of the Waikato 
River.  This allowed travel by water to the heart of the Waikato District.
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12 -  Waiuku Museum
Originally the Fire Station, it became a museum in 1965.  There have been several 
additions and alterations since that time.

13 - Wharf Site
This area served the cargo and passenger ships which sailed regularly on the 
harbour from the 1860's until well into the 20th century.

14 - Waiuku Botanical Reserve
A reserve of native vegetation established in 1980 to replace a former pine 
plantation.  Former Governor General Sir Paul Reeves planted a kauri tree near the 
look out.

15 - Kentish Hotel
Just across the street from the reserve is the Kentish Hotel, the oldest continuously 
licensed hotel in New Zealand.  It was built in 1851 by Edward Constable, it has 
seen many historical events and been host to many distinguished guests.  The 
Maori King Te Whero Whero visited in 1860, and Sir George Grey stayed there in 
1861.  Other visitors were Prime Ministers Richard John Seddon, Sir Joseph Ward, 
and William Massey.

16 - George Doherty Green
This "village green" is named in memory of the former Waiuku Deputy Mayor and 
foundation member of the Museum Society in recognition of his stirling contribution 
to the preservation of Waiuku's history.

How Waiuku Got its Name

In the days when Ngatikahuakoka tribe occupied the region, a chieftainess came 
to Te Pai-o-Kaiwaka (now Waiuku) from the Waikato Region to choose a 
husband.  There  were two possible chiefs - Tamakou, good looking but lazy, 
and Tamakae, a hard worker.  She met Tamakou, but was not impressed, and 
asked to see Tamakae.  He was at work in the kumara garden, so he was 
hurriedly brought to the spring by the harbour shore and washed with water 
(wai) and white clay (uku), used as soap.  He was the lady's choice.
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Opening Hours:
Wednesday:  10am to 12pm
Saturday:  1:30pm to 4pm
Sunday:  1:30pm to 4pm

Other times by appointment

Phone 09 235 8698
waiukumuseum@xtra.co.nz

www.waiukumuseum.wordpress.com


