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The name of Waiuku comes from Wai  
(water) and uku  (clay). Chief 

Tamakae was said to have used the 
white clay to cleanse himself before 

meeting a prospective wife.

The Maori collection features a number of fine examples of early relics 
including tools, implements and items for food production, hunting and fishing 
all sourced from the local area. 
The first Maori King, Te Whero Whero visited Waiuku, camping in a field beside 
the Kentish Hotel. 

The Early Settlers’ Rooms and 
Gearon Collection include parlours, 
dining room, bedroom and kitchen. 
These are popular with visitors as 
there is an opportunity to see the 
objects in their original settings. The 
ornate furniture, as well as the colourful 
china was mostly brought out from the 
old countries by the early settlers. 
Intricate needlework and hand-made 
garments are also on display.

The Military Bay is dedicated to all 
the men and women from the Waiuku 
area who served in the major wars. 
Uniforms and objects used during 
these conflicts are on display as well 
a s p hotogr a p hs a nd wr i t te n 
documentation.

The Technology Bay houses a 
collection of musical instruments, 
several owned by the earliest bands 
in Waiuku, as well as radios, tape 
recorders and gramophones, many 
in working order. A collection of 
typewriters and sewing machines 
can also be found in this bay, and a 
wide array of early telephones is 
located in the same area of the 
museum.

The Collections
The Medical Collection brings 
back memories of visits to the dental 
nurse and it is hard to envisage that 
hospital equipment has made so 
much progress. 

Farming and Garden Tools from 
scythes to hand trowels, milking 
machines to wagons, saddles to milk 
churns, a huge collection of rural 
artifacts can be seen in the farming 
sections at the rear of the museum. 
Many of the larger exhibits will soon 
be housed in the proposed new barn 
to be built behind the school building.

Upstairs Exhibits include ornaments, dolls and small interesting items. A 
changing exhibition is housed on the mezzanine floor. There is space for 
meetings and the poplar DVD ‘The Land Between’ can be viewed on the 
television screen. A kitchen, toilet and office are also located on the second 
floor. 

Waiuku Museum is very proud of its vast 
collection of artifacts, both Maori and 
European, which have been donated by 
local families over the past 50 years.  

The Laundry Exhibit provides a 
glimpse of wash day conditions in the 
pioneering days. Vacuum cleaners 
and irons have also come a long way. 
Tin tubs, homemade soap, hand 
wringers and some really strange 
washing machines provide plenty of 
talking points.



Hartmann House was originally on the 
corner of Meachen Tce and was 
relocated and restored in 1979. It was 
the home of Anton and Pauline Hartman 
who built the house in 1886 on five 
acres of land. 

Maioro School was a sole teacher school 
built in 1923. It was relocated from 
Maioro  north of the mouth of the 
Waikato River in 1985 and set up as a 
1920’s school room for visiting school 
groups. 

Waiuku Lock-up was built in 1865 and 
visitors can read the names of the 
constables who kept the peace. You 
can also speak to the dejected resident 
prisoner.

Pollok Cottage was built in Pollok on the 
Awhitu Peninsula in 1900 as the 
Drum m ond fam ily hom e. I t was 
relocated and restored in 1996. 

Anglican Vestry, built in 1873,  was 
originally part of the Holy Trinity Church 
in Waiuku.

The Creamery is a replica of McDonnell’s 
farm building at Maioro, south-west of 
Waiuku in the 1890s. Here milk was put 
into pans so cream could be skimmed 
off for butter.

Waiuku Museum 
Society

Opening Hours:
Wednesday:  10am to 12pm
Saturday:  1:30pm to 4pm
Sunday:  1:30pm to 4pm

Other times by appointment

Phone 09 235 8698
waiukumuseum@xtra.co.nz

www.waiukumuseum.wordpress.com

Traces of Waiuku’s early history can be found in and around the museum. From early 
Polynesian times to European settlement in the 1850s, the town has always been on 
an important trading route from the Waikato to Onehunga. Shipping was the first 
means of transport until the building of the Great South Road and then the railway 
which came to the town in 1922. 


